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Whether the NCAA is a “friend” or a “foe” depends entirely on who is asked the question.  
To some, the NCAA is a dear and valuable friend.  To others, it is a dreaded and hated foe.  
Individuals in both categories normally hold strong opinions and are unlikely to change them in the 
immediate future.  Still others do not pretend to know about the NCAA and do not care about the 
many angles of intercollegiate athletics. 

Some of those angles are the subject of the Sports & Entertainment Law Symposium.  This 
particular panel is charged with exploring questions about negotiating grant-in-aid terms, whether 
student-athletes should be employees, what role agents should play in college athletics and how 
professional labor disputes impact student-athletes.  These issues are the subject of much debate in 
many circles.  The materials that follow provide basic information about the NCAA membership’s 
current position on these issues.  The materials include the following: 

*  Excerpts from Article 15 of the Division I Manual regarding financial aid 

*  NCAA article entitled “How do Athletic Scholarships Work?” 

*  NCAA article entitled “Why Student-Athletes are not Paid to Play” 

*  2010-11 NCAA Budgeted Expenses 

*  Excerpts from Article 12 of the Division I Manual regarding agents 

The attached bylaws, expenditures and explanations are simply designed to inform the 
discussion on important athletic-related topics.  The compilation is obviously not an exhaustive body 
of relevant resources. 

With regard to the ultimate question posed to this panel, I believe the NCAA is a friend.  It is 
important to note that the NCAA is nothing more than a group of colleges and universities who 
decided to associate with one another on matters relating to sport.  I believe the colleges and 
universities who make up the NCAA work to administer intercollegiate athletic contests consistent 
with the constitution adopted by those same members.  While reasonable minds can certainly 
disagree with the rules in place, ultimate responsibility for those rules lies with the member 
institutions.  Positions of the membership are under constant review and discussions about what the 
rules say, or should say, can be interesting and productive. 


